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SXSW: Picking Shows Based on Band Names
by Jen Turner
March 18, 2009, 4:30 PM
Back when I was an undergrad at the University of Texas (hook 'em!), the South by Southwest  Music Festival
was something that happened at night, in official showcases held at Austin's motley venues. In those days, an
affordable wristband took you almost anywhere you needed to go. Now, you need a $550-695 festival badge,
a gold-plated Rolodex, and/or a full-time personal assistant to keep up with the dizzying array of day
parties,  lounges, post-parties,  and who knows what else. Pretty soon, we’ll all be in pajamas (thank you,
D&G’s spring '09 runway collection) listening to bands over breakfast tacos.

So how does one choose between the competing blocks of red on the iCal? I, for one, have decided to take a
scientific approach: I'm choosing based on band names. (Hey, it worked when I picked Giacomo to win the
2005 Kentucky Derby, because it sounded like Jacques-Imo's, one of my favorite New Orleans restaurants.
The horse won and paid 50–1!) 

More precisely, I'm looking for bands whose names fall  into aesthetically pleasing patterns. To see what I
mean, read on: 
• Double Trouble.  I've always been drawn to bands with double names, and there are a ton playing this
year, starting with the LeLe, The LowLows, LickLick, and LocationLocation, to name just the L's. I can't
recommend those bands, but I do urge you to check out HoneyHoney, from Venice, California. Suzanne
Santo and Ben Jaffe have soothing voices and catchy tunes, and—added bonus—they met through a
recording engineer who calls himself "The Double"!  There are too many double-named bands and not
enough time, but two more I’d like to see are from New York/Brooklyn: Motel Motel (@ Maggie Mae’s,
Friday 3/20, 8:00pm) and Takka Takka (@ The Independent, Friday 3/20, 11:00pm).

• Black and White and Pink All Over.  I love Norway's The Knife and would love nothing more than to discover another masked brother-sister duo who'll
sing vaguely incestuous lyrics over minimal techno beats. So I looked at the “Avant/Experimental”  category,  and was greeted with a preponderance of black and
white,  from D.J.  Le Castle Vania's 80s Op-Art getup to all-girl band Ipso Facto's wind spinners and YSL bowl haircuts. Where was the red (or pink?) to counter all
this retro black and white? First I came across the pink-around-the-ears Pink Noise, a psychedelic band mis-labeled as punk. Then I found "Pink Sabbath," a song
by Dananananakroyd—a Glasgow band that's part Go Team!, part Foals. And I'd be remiss not to mention Pink Nasty, which showcases the sweetly duplicitous
songs of Austin native Sara Beck. (@ Hilton 18th Floor, Wednesday 3/18, 8pm). I still haven’t found the new Knife, but at least I have color!

• The 19th Century. The belle-epoque retro trend has been around long enough to make the cover of the New York Times Dining section on February 24. I'm a
fan, though I could do without the mustaches and pocket watches.  So, with that in mind, I decided to forage for some old-fashioned names, and where better to
start than with the names of my great-grandparents and grandparents: Frances, Theo, Eugene, and Ola? This approach yielded immediate returns when I
discovered Thao with the Get Down Stay Down, a San Francisco outfit whose uplifting pop rocketed them to the top of my must-see list. (I soon learned they are
on the top of everyone else’s too.) The other names were easily located: Frances (like the original), Sage Francis, and even Eugene Francis Jr & The Juniors. The
only one I couldn’t find was Ola,  but I did find a close second: Oh Land. This Danish avant/experimental singer-songwriter's 80s style makes me want to see her
session during Friday’s Danish Day Party. (Maybe I'll find the new Knife there!)

• Fashion Rules. My mars issue of Paris Vogue  arrived with the model Iris Strubegger on the front covered in Chanel. Turns out editor Carine Roitfeld
dedicated the whole issue to the icons of the double C logo - Coco and Karl.  So when I came across the name Chanel Campbell, I immediately clicked and listened.
I like her, in a lovely chick-flick kind of way: she sounds like a cross between Lily Allen and Rihanna. I’m going to do my best to pull myself away from Friday’s
VF.com/NPR party to see how Chanel glams it up at the Driskill Hotel. 

More categories I'd propose: Tokyo Rising,  which would have to include the rock band the Geeks, or Will the Real 80s Please Stand Up?, seeing as Echo
and the Bunnymen, Devo, and Metallica are playing. I'm sure more will  present themselves as the weekend progresses, so stay tuned to VF.com for updates from
the whole team.
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